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Health

Everyone has the right to timely, quality health care. The fairest, most ef�cient way to achieve this
is a well-resourced public system.

Principles

The Australian Greens believe that:

1. Access to quality health care is a basic human right.
2. Individual and population health outcomes are strongly in�uenced by the social, economic

and environmental conditions in which people live and work.
3. Human health has a direct relationship with the quality of the environment, and a healthy

natural environment underpins a healthy society.
4. Ensuring all people have access to the resources and opportunities essential for good health

and wellbeing should be one of the most important priorities of all Australian governments.
5. Preventive approaches, measures to alleviate social disadvantage, and universal access to an

effective health care system are necessary to address inequities in health outcomes.
6. An effective health system must be based on primary health care and preventive health care

measures — such as health promotion, disease prevention, risk reduction and early
intervention — in order to manage chronic disease, reduce ill-health and avoidable hospital
admissions.

7. The publicly-funded health system is the most equitable and ef�cient way to resource and
deliver health services.

8. The entirety of the health system should be focused on the needs of people, and health
service users have the right to participate in the planning of the delivery of such services.

9. People have the right to participate individually and collectively in the planning and
implementation of their health care.

10. An effective health care system is dependent upon a skilled, well-resourced workforce.
11. First Nations peoples have a right to culturally appropriate, community controlled care and

should have health outcomes and life expectancy equal to other Australians.
12. Culturally and linguistically diverse communities should have access to care in a safe and

culturally appropriate environment.
13. It is the right of every adult of sound mind experiencing a terminal or degenerative illness to

be able to plan with the assistance of a physician for the end of their life in a way that is
digni�ed, peaceful and at a time of their choosing.
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The Australian Greens want:

1. Strong action to address the social and environmental determinants of health as the �rst
step to improving the health of all Australians.

2. A consideration of the impacts on health across all aspects of government policy
development.

3. Systematic health planning across all levels of government that addresses increasing
demands from environmental pressures and social inequality. This includes, but is not limited
to, climate change, increased risk of pandemics and poverty.

4. Health funding that supports preventive care and health promotion, multidisciplinary teams
and networks, and co-located services.

5. Well-funded preventive health programs which include appropriate screening activities and
healthy lifestyle education.

6. The promotion of healthy choices, including a ban on junk food advertising at times of high
children television viewing.

7. A comprehensive food labelling system that is strongly enforced, mandates full contents and
nutritional disclosure, and allows only scienti�cally-veri�ed health and nutritional claims.

8. Medicare to remain a universal, publicly funded health insurance system for all Australians,
funded from progressive taxation.

9. Primary care and prevention services that provide �rst contact, community-based care.
10. Adequate access to bulk-billing GPs across Australia and greater access to health care

delivered in locally run community health centres.
11. Expanded community-based support services and agencies to enable people with chronic

mental and/or physical illnesses, and their carers, to live in and participate more fully in their
communities.

12. The redirection of funds from subsidising private health insurance to the public health
system, including public hospitals.

13. A properly resourced Pharmaceutical Bene�ts Scheme free from political interference, with
the supporting Pharmaceutical Bene�ts Advisory Committee (PBAC) to be comprised of
independent experts, clinicians and consumer representatives, in order to provide
independence from undue in�uence.

14. Clear and transparent disclosure of all fees, charges, and out-of-pocket costs, including the
gap between health costs and private health insurance rebates.

15. Robust restrictions on the marketing and promotion of pharmaceuticals to health
professionals, including undergraduates.

16. A rigorous system for the assessment, approval, regulation and marketing of
pharmaceuticals, therapeutic goods, medical devices and other health therapies and
technologies.

17. Access by consumers to comprehensive provider safety and quality performance
information.

18. A comprehensive program of medical research, including research into cost-effective care
and preventive health.

19. Accessible, culturally-appropriate and community-controlled health services for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples that will raise their health status to a level comparable to
other Australians.

20. High-quality, well-resourced, appropriate training of First Nations health professionals.
21. Universal access to publicly funded primary dental care.
22. Adequately funded mental health services, including adequately resourced services for the

reduction and early detection of mental illness and suicide, and hospital and community-

DONATE GET INVOLVED HOW TO VOTE

(/)


(https://greens.org.au/search)


We use trackers on this site to enhance your user

experience. Find out more

(https://greens.org.au/privacy) about how we use

trackers and how you can avoid trackers online.

Learn more

OK  No, thanksNo, thanks

https://greens.org.au/donate
https://greens.org.au/volunteer
https://vote.greens.org.au/
https://greens.org.au/
https://greens.org.au/search
https://greens.org.au/privacy


5/16/2019 Health | The Australian Greens

https://greens.org.au/policies/health 3/3

 (https://twitter.com/greens)   (https://www.facebook.com/Australian.Greens)

 (https://www.youtube.com/user/AustralianGreens)

 (https://www.instagram.com/australiangreens/)

  

Authorised by Willisa Hogarth and Catherine Garner, The Greens, 2/97 Northbourne Avenue Turner ACT

Site & copyright information (https: //greens.org.au/about/our-site)

The Greens acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognise their
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We acknowledge that these lands were stolen and

sovereignty was never ceded. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

View this site in High Contrast mode

based assessment and support services.
23. Accessible, culturally appropriate health services for culturally and linguistically diverse

communities, and appropriate training for health professionals for the care of people
accessing these services

24. Improved access to health professionals in rural and remote areas.
25. Access for all women to legal, free and safe pregnancy termination services, including

unbiased counselling, and access for all women to a full range of birthing services.
26. Ongoing training for medical students and professionals in the clinical needs of patients with

speci�c gender, sexuality, disability, cultural or religious requirements.
27. Governmental regulation of blood donor deferrals on the basis of a person’s sexual activities

to be informed by scienti�c evidence.
28. A more effective national approach to the prevention of work and road related accidents and

provision of injury rehabilitation services.
29. People with a terminal or degenerative illness to have the right to seek assistance from

physicians to have a digni�ed death at a time of their choosing with appropriate safeguards,
based on international best practice models.
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